Living Theology Friends50
December 22, 2006
Merry Christmas
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
This is an extra letter to express my desire that we all might have a celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ that is keeping with the enormous importance of the event.  We do not really know when He was physically born to Mary but the birth date was probably sometime in March because the shepherds would not have been out at night during December.  The early church adopted the date of December 25 because the pagan world was celebrating the shortest day of the year at this time to introduce some levity into the long, dark, cold nights.  The early church decided that they would give their members something to celebrate at this time that had more meaning than just a worldly celebration.  Over the years the celebration deteriorated into gross orgies and to the extent that the Church of England banned the celebration.  Later the celebration was reborn and today the celebration is unfortunately too commercial and the emphasis on “Santa Claus” is unfortunate.  The History Channel has a documentary on Christmas Unwrapped that is very revealing concerning the history of the entire celebration including the Poinsettias and the tree.  The precise dates for the banning and rebirth may be seen on that presentation.  
An article appeared in the December 19, 2006 issue of the Marietta Daily Journal that was very disturbing to me, although it should not have come as a surprise.  The Cobb school superintendent, Fred Sanderson, is quoted as saying “Christmas is now a secular holiday.”  He said this in an article discussing the items that are now allowed on a state school campus.  Another quote in the article is from Richard Dawkins, a British evolutionary biologist at Oxford and author of “The God Delusion”, who is quoted as saying “So divorced has Christmas become from religion that I find no necessity to bother with euphemisms such as happy holiday season.”  Some Christians may view this change as a victory since we can now say “Merry Christmas” without fear of retribution but I do not.  We do not gain any victory by letting the world redefine our Christian vocabulary.  
It is helpful to know the history of the celebration and in a way it is too bad that the early church chose December 25 for the date of celebration, but I do not think the chosen date matters a lot to us “real” Christians.  The important point to us is that God acted in the fullness of time to cause His Son to have a physical entrance into the world.  Of course Jesus had always existed in concert with the Father and the Holy Spirit and He had made some preincarnate entrances into the world on previous occasions, but He was at this time born into the world in physical form.  

Our high holy day is in celebration of His resurrection, but without a birth there would be no resurrection so we also celebrate His physical birth.  Probably the world’s celebration of the resurrection day with “Easter” celebrations will soon result in the same sort of statement as the above by Mr. Sanderson and others for that day.  But I know that all of you will continue to praise God for His plan.  Please do soak December 25 with prayers of thanksgiving for the birth of our Savior.  Then pray with praise and thanksgiving to God for Jesus’ work of perfection and His perfect sacrifice for us that will be culminated in our celebration of His resurrection.  
Praise God for His plan to bring His chosen children into the Family of God, and I thank Him for all of you who are my Christian brothers and sisters.  I pray that each of you will have a Merry Christmas filled with the joy of His presence.  
I have a rather unusual presentation at http://livingtheology.com/Christmas.htm, which gives the Scriptural basis for why we celebrate Christmas.  I hope that it will be helpful to some of you.

